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SYLLABUS 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course will focus on various basic design elements with an emphasis on the relationship between form 
and content. Through projects, written assignments, group discussion, and exercises - students will be 
exposed to concepts such as line, shape, composition, space, perspective, texture, symmetry, etc. With a 
focus on ideation, research, and experimentation students will explore various techniques with different 
materials and mediums - diving into the artistic practice and the design process.


COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Through projects, writing/research, discussion, lecture, critique, and class exercises students will learn the 
fundamentals of 2D concepts. Students will experiment with different materials and learn technical skills for a 
variety of tools for making 2D artworks. Through the ideation process, students will begin with an initial idea, 
expand it through research and sketches, and create a complete realized product. Students will be exposed 
to historical and contemporary artists and be encouraged to take risks to stimulate creative growth and 
exploration.


LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Students will have an understanding of 2D concepts, the theories and histories that define those concepts, 
and how to implement them in the creation of their own unique artwork. Students will gain technical skills for 
various tools and materials. Students will be able to articulate, visually and verbally, content through the use 
of form. 


COURSE EXPECTATIONS 

    ATTENDANCE 
Regular, on time attendance is mandatory. It is important to be present and on time to each class - each 
session will include critique, lecture, and time to work on projects. You will be given new concepts and 
methods of making during class time. If you cannot attend class you will fall behind - your knowledge of 
the material and your grade will reflect this. Your final grade will be calculated partly by your attendance. 


Only emergencies, illness, and religious holidays will be considered an excused absence. These 
must be communicated with the instructor and a credible note must be provided. The instructor 
should be notified ahead of time and it is the student’s responsibility to arrange for the submission of work 
due. You must follow up on what was covered during the missed class (notifying the instructor of an 
absence does not excuse it). Students are responsible for making up projects from missed classes.


Arriving late, leaving early, taking excessive/long breaks, being on your devices, or not cleaning your 
workspace will result in a tardiness. Two occurrences of tardiness will result in an unexcused 
absence.  

Excessive excused absences must be communicated and cleared by the Department Chair.


	 3 unexcused absences = drop in letter grade
4 unexcused absences = drop in 2 letter grades

` 5 or more unexcused absences = failure grade
2 tardiness or leaving early = 1 absence



    PARTICIPATION 

Your attentiveness during lectures, demonstrations, critiques, and discussion will be reflected in your final 
grade. Participating fully is not only listening but being an active part of discussions and critiques by giving 
your viewpoint through speaking. This does not mean talking over or interrupting the instructor or your 
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peers, rather you should be discussing in a professional and collegiate way. You should be prepared by 
doing the readings and actively engaged in the community of your peers. 

          DEVICES 
You are not permitted to be on your phones, computers, or other personal devices during class 
time. Being on your devices will impact your attendance and participation grades. You will be 
given a warning if you are on your devices during class time. If the issue persists, you will be 
asked to leave and be counted absent. Do not text or make phone calls during class. 


During work time you may listen to music with earphones, but this should remain at a low volume, as to 
not disturb those around you. 

IN CLASS WORK TIME 
You are required to bring the necessary materials and supplies so you are working during work 
time. You must be working. If you do not bring your supplies or you are not actively working on 
your project, your participation grade for the day will be zero. If we have a work day, and you are 
not prepared with supplies you will be counted absent for the day. 

If you are unable to buy supplies because of financial difficulties - please discuss this with the 
instructor so we can find ways to get you the supplies needed.


HOMEWORK 
We will begin projects in class. It is your responsibility to complete those projects as homework. Projects 
must be present and complete at the time of critique. You must have your homework set up and ready 
to be critiqued before class begins. If homework is turned in late (i.e it is not set up at the beginning of 
class, you come in after we have begun the critique, or you are absent without a note), it will be an 
automatic drop in a letter grade. If you do not have the assignment turned in by the following class, 
you will receive a failure for that assignment. I will collect your homework after each critique and give 
you a letter grade. You will have the opportunity to redo the assignment if you want a better grade. If you 
choose to redo something, you will have a week from when I return your graded project to do so.


For each assignment you will receive a letter grade: 
A = 

B =

C =

D =

You have considered the terms being used for the lesson and have met the expectations outlined in 
the project. Your work is presented professionally - shows considered craft and execution. There is a 
clear progression of decision making and planning from the sketching phase to the completion of the 
final piece. You have used in-class worktime productively. You have brought in your own voice and 
creativity to the project. There is a distinct style that is your own. You have taken risks and 
experimented with materials and ways of approaching the assignment. 

You have considered the majority of the terms being used for the lesson and have met the 
expectations outlined in the project. Your work is presented professionally - shows considered craft 
and execution. There is a clear progression of decision making and planning from the sketching 
phase to the completion of the final piece. You have used in-class worktime productively. Some 
aspect of the project is not fully realized - some terms are not used correctly, there is not a clear 
sense of the artist’s voice, craft is not fully considered.

You have met the expectations of the assignment, by completing the project given. However, craft is 
not considered, your ideas are not fully formed, and your work is not presented in a professional 
way. You have not used in-class worktime in a productive way, have not brought materials to class, 
etc.

You have not fully met the expectations of the assignment. Your work is incomplete. Little effort has 
been given to craft, presentation, or verbalizing the vocabulary used in the assignment. You have not 
used in-class worktime in a productive way, have not brought materials to class, etc.



F = No effort to participate in the assignment is shown. Craft, presentation, verbalization has not been 
considered. You have not used in-class worktime in a productive way, have not brought materials to 
class.  

SKETCHBOOK 
You are required to keep a sketchbook that you work in on a regular basis. This is where you will do 
sketches for projects, take notes for class, and use as a personal visual journal throughout the semester. It 
is up to you how you use the sketchbook, working in your sketchbook is your responsibility. I will check 
your sketchbook for completeness a handful of times throughout the semester and occasionally give you 
assignments to be completed in your sketchbook. The quality of your sketchbook will be graded as one 
Project grade for the semester.  


See examples of sketchbooks here: https://www.sketchbookproject.com/library

 

CRITIQUE 
Critiques are mandatory. Even if your work fell apart, got ruined, you didn’t finish, bring whatever you 
have, but don’t stay home because you are empty handed. You should always be willing to participate. 
Critiques are an opportunity to discuss in a constructive way how to improve and build upon the work you 
have made. If you are absent from a critique for any reason other than an emergency/illness or you 
fail to bring your assignment to class on time, your work will not be critiqued. If your work is not 
critiqued due to lateness or unexcused absence, this will result in a drop in a letter grade for that 
assignment.  If you do not have the assignment turned in by the following class, you will receive a 
failure for that assignment.

READINGS  
You will be expected to have the readings completed and the vocabulary defined before each class. 
Therefore, the readings/terms given for each project should be read before that lesson is given, so you have 
an understanding of the terminology that will be used that day. We will be discussing the readings and 
vocabulary in class. It it is important that you have researched and read - if all of us are discussing the ideas 
and have a conversation, rather than me lecturing to you, we will have a more enjoyable and engaging 
class!

BLACKBOARD 
All required readings, class summaries, project outlines, slide lectures, and other important documents 
can be found in the course’s Blackboard site. Check Blackboard regularly for important documents 
related to the course. 

BLACKBOARD DISCUSSIONS 
All required readings, class summaries, project outlines, slide lectures, and other important documents 
can be found in the course’s Blackboard site. Check Blackboard regularly for important documents 
related to the course. Before each class I will post an announcement reviewing what we will be doing 
in class - check BB or your WP email to stay up to date on class activities.  

Day of CRIT 
(UNEXCUSED

Absent or Late)

Next Class 
(where you are 
present) Project 
must be turned in. 
Drop in one Letter 
Grade

One Week after CRIT 
(if you have not 
discussed turning 
assignment in - You will 
receive a FAILURE 
grade for the project.

https://www.sketchbookproject.com/library


RESEARCH PRESENTATION 
You will do a short presentation to your peers in class on an artist and their work. This will count as 10% of 
your final grade. Each week of class - a handful of students will present their respective artists to the class. 
See the handout about the presentation for a list of artists to choose from and a schedule of when each 
student will present to the class. 


GRADING 
Final grades for the course will be calculated as:
65% Projects and Sketchbook 
15% Participation
10% Research Presentation
10% Discussion Posts

ACADEMIC CONDUCT  
All work must be your own. You may not copy from another artist or individual. The University defines 
plagiarism as the copying from a book, article, notebook, video or other source, material whether published or 
unpublished, without proper credit through the use of quotation marks, footnotes and other customary means 
of identifying sources, or passing off as one’s own, the ideas, words, writings, programs and experiments of 
another, whether or not such actions are intentional or unintentional. Plagiarism also includes submitting, 
without the consent of the professor, an assignment already tendered for academic credit in another course. 
Plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment.


ACCOMMODATION 
Students with disabilities or special needs should discuss accommodations with the instructor after the first 
class, and should provide necessary documentation.


SAFETY 
It is important that you clean up your space after each class. Do not eat food in the classroom and only have 
containers with lids for drinks. No open toed shoes as things may fall on your feet. You should be attentive of 
what others are doing around you. You must use tools/materials properly and as the instructor has shown you 
how to use them. Always read the warning labels on materials you use.


CONTACT 
Check your school email and Blackboard regularly for updates on the class and communications from the 
instructor. You can contact me through my school email if you have any questions, concerns, are running late, 
or are going to be absent. Keep in mind that if you email me asking about a project, you should plan ahead - 
it may take me 48 hours to respond.  My email: weathersb1@wpunj.edu 

SCHEDULE OF PROJECTS/TOPICS COVERED 
- Unit 1. Gestalt Principles

- Unit 2. Figure/Ground Reversal


- Unit 3. Simplify, Distort, Crop


- Unit 4. Line and Materiality


- Unit 5. The Grid and Repetition


- Unit 6. Value and Perspective

- Unit 7. Multiples - Handmade Zines

- Unit 8. Narrative and Sequence
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